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climate and produce. Of hills, of which there are many
from 5000 to 9000 feet above the level of the sea, tlft
climate Is delightful—warm, but not oppressively warm,
a little warmer than it is in our country in summer \ and
cold, though not so severely cold as it is with us in
winter. The rains are very heavy, but to compensate
for this there is, during the greater part of the year, a
steadiness of cli «nate which forms a striking contrast to
the fickle climate of England Down in the valleys the
heat is very great Even in winter the sun is unplea-
santly strong, and in summer in the deep ravines the
temperature is almost as trying as in the plains. When
the season has been somewhat advanced, I have been
very thankful to escape from the heat of these low places
to the bracing air of the hills. The English Sanatoria
are of course on elevated sites.
As Kumaon has within its borders a cold, a temperate,
and a tropical climate, it has a great variety of produce,
and when its capabilities are more fully turned to
account this variety will be greatly increased. Most of
the grains found in the plains are grown in the hills. The
warmer parts of the country produce superior oranges
in abundance, and there is also a good supply of walnuts.
Of late years apples and pears have been grown with
great success, and if the farmers paid attention to this
branch of horticulture they might reap a large profit.
Attempts have been made on a small scale to cultivate
the grape, gooseberry, and currant, but the excessive
rainfall of the rainy season has been found unfavourable
to them. Tea has become the most valuable product of
the province. Tea-planting was commenced at the
instance of Government, under its direction and at its
expense, more than forty years ago j and now tea-gardens

